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MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
DECEMBER - 2017
2014 – 2017 – Balance of a mandate
Is about to end the task that was entrusted to Portugal in the period of 2014-2017, to take over the
coordination of the Executive Committee of the World Organization of the Cursillo Movement.
From the first moment that we trusted in to the Holy Spirit and to the loving protection of our Lady of Fatima
and, thereby, while recognizing our limitations, we were looking to meet the needs of this so wonderful
Movement.
Was in VII World Encounter of the MCC, held in Brisbane, Australia, which with the representatives of all the
National Secretariats we had the opportunity to present our program:
1. Trying to hold together a family of MCC worldwide;
2. Look for defend the fidelity to the charism;
3. Promote the adoption of the essential documents to the MCC (Statutes and Fundamental Ideas);
4. Launch the movement in countries where is not present;
5. Establish dialogue and bridges between the different international groups and between the National
and Diocesan Secretariats;
6. Organize the V World Ultreya.
It was not easy, and many were the difficulties we faced, not always successfully, but we got some good
goals.
Our first attitude was pray of Mary, at her shrine of Fatima, and offer her our work and our tasks.

That same day we set our strategies and the priorities of our mission, the first of which was to request a
hearing in Rome to Pontificium Concilium pro Laicis.
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Following this meeting were finally created conditions for definitively be recognized by the Holy See the
status of the OMCC. In fact, a few months later we were informed that the Statute would be approved, what
came to occur with the promulgation by the Pontifical Decree 1282/14/AIC-104, on 12 December 2014, feast
day of our Lady of Guadalupe.
In September of the same year we organized, in Fatima-Portugal, an enlarged meeting attended by the four
International Groups. After a detailed presentation was unanimously approved the final text of the third
edition of the book Fundamental Ideas of the CCM. It was the culmination of nearly fourteen years of work
undertaken in the VI World Encounter, held in the Brazilian city of Sao Paulo in 2005.
The next task was to look for a way for the edition of the book in such a way that it would reach around the
world on its original form, without changes and in good economic conditions. The solution was to establish a
contract with a publisher of world’s reference in order to ensure a good graphic quality and the best possible
diffusion of the book.
In May 2015 was published the book Fundamental Ideas in Spanish, English and Portuguese language, and
immediately started to be distributed in many countries.

In a session held in the city of Porto-Portugal, in September of that year, was made the world public
presentation of the book before a assistance of more than 600 people and over the web to the all the world.
Quickly began steps to be carried out translations of various languages in particular into Italian, German,
Hungarian, Korean and Vietnamese. Many countries have their own editions by Publisher Paulus spread
through five continents, as it were, among others, the case of Brazil, Italy, Colombia, Argentina United States
of America and Korea. In other countries, where it has not been possible to establish a direct partnership
with the Publisher, the books were published through other means such as it happened in Venezuela,
Vietnam, Germany/Austria and Hungary. In this way, were distributed throughout the entire world hundreds
of thousands of copies that will serve as a subject of study in the schools of leaders and sign of unity of the
movement around the book, how we can read in the Statutes of the OMCC, is "fruit of World Encounters and
official expression of the Cursillos movement".
So we can establish officially these contracts, in a long bureaucratic process, we obtained for the OMCC the
recognition by the Portuguese State the Canonical Legal Person status.
The OMCC’ Executive Committee participate in activities in various parts of the world, notably in the VII
World Encounter held in Australia, in the III World Congress of ecclesial movements and new communities
that occurred in November 2014 in Rome-Italy, on the III European Ultreya in 2015 in Rome with a collective
audience with the Pope Francis, on the GECC meetings (in 2016 held in Friesing-Germany and in 2017 in the
Czech Republic), and in the XV and XVI Inter-American Encounters of CCM promoted by GLCC (2015 in
Caracas-Venezuela and 2017 in Talca-Chile).
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We have tried to promote the best we could the expansion of the movement in more countries and locations,
notably in Uganda, Togo, and South Africa and launching a worldwide fundraising for Cursillos in Africa. Also
we have created a Fund for the realization of Cursillos in Portuguese-speaking countries.
In June 2016we held a historic international meeting, extended again with the presence of the four
International Groups, in Cienfuegos on the island of Cuba where, in addition to other subjects, if approved
the program of V Ultreia II.

Immediately began the preparations for the organization of this major event. Were issued and received
thousands of emails and contacts by other routes with a view to greater and better participation of all
cursilhistas in this worldwide event.
From the 4th to 6th May 2017, in Fatima, altar of the world, at the feet of Mary, the V World Ultreya with
9,000 inscriptions of cursilhistas representing 40 countries on five continents.
This great celebration was broadcast live by television to Portugal and Brazil and by the internet worldwide,
thereby allowing everyone who wanted to could monitor simultaneously.
Coinciding with the date of the Ultreya, took advantage of the opportunity to celebrate the centenary of the
birth of Eduardo Bonnín and the 100 years of the apparitions of our Lady of Fatima to the shepherds.
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Highlight of the event was the Solemn Consecration of the CCM to our Lady of Fatima in a simple ceremony
presided over by Bishop Francisco Senra Coelho, spiritual Assistant of the OMCC, and with the presence of
Cardinal João Brás de Avis, Special Envoy of the Holy Father, Cardinal Patriarch of Lisbon, many bishops,
priests and laity, in the chapel of the apparitions.

As parallel and complementary activities, the Ultreya featured with the presentations of the processes of
canonization of Sebastian Gayá and Eduardo Bonnín, and meetings about the lives of these two pioneers of
the Movement.
On the morning of that day was made a world presentation of a biographical book, written by Fausto Dâmaso
and Mário Bastos, "Eduardo Bonnín – 100 Years", published in Portuguese and Spanish.
We worked with difficulties, but always supported by the love of God and encouraged by the protection of
Mary, we have sought to be faithful to the charism of the movement as urged us the Pope Francisco on the III
World Congress of movements and new communities when he said that we “must preserve and defend our
original charism as our first love "!
And the base of all our work was the charisma, as we can understand it by reading the new Fundamental
Ideas (3ed, FICCM):
(35) The Church has formally recognized the Cursillo Movement’s own original charism that characterizes,
identifies and distinguishes it from other movements, associations and communities of the Church.
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The charism like a seed germinates everything essential to the movement: its why (mentality); its what for
(purpose) and its how (strategy and method).
(36) The knowledge, understanding and living of the charism is of utmost importance, since the fidelity to
the original inspiration and the renewal of the Movement to meet the challenges of evangelization, depend
on this.

Now that we finished this mandate, we congratulate the countries elected to the Executive Committee and
coordinators of the four International Groups, urging them to also remain faithful to the charism of the CCM
giving full compliance with the Fundamental Ideas on its 3rd drafting of and to that stipulate the OMCC's
Statutes.

¡DE COLORES!
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