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The V World Ultreia ran with the greatest enthusiasm, however, for lack of time, it has not been possible to hear the 

resonances to the rollo-rollo. For this reason the Executive Committee beg apologies to our brothers Rhonda 

Porteous (Australia), Guillermo Mejía (Dominican Republic), Loles Gallego (Spain), Maribel Gomez (USA), Rocío 

Ramírez Múnera (Colombia), Rob Paul (South Africa), Sherma Charles (Grenada) e Seo Wang Suk (South Korea). 
 

 
 

So that everyone can access we published their speeches: 
 

RESONANCES 

Rhonda Porteous 
Australia 

One of the first people I met at an international gathering of Cursillo was Juan Ruiz when he was the OMCC President and he came 

to Australia for the 19th Asia Pacific Encounter in 2006. I remember his ability to share his love of God, his friendship and his 

knowledge with us. At that encounter, his enthusiasm and commitment inspired me.  

Once again, we have been blessed to have brother Juan, share his journey. Unlike Juan, who can name a time Cursillo changed his 

life, I find it quite difficult to express in words the effect Cursillo has made on my life from a particular point in time.  

Being a Cursillista is part of my being. It is core to my existence and I really know no other way of living because I have been so 

blessed to have experienced the friendship and confidence our Charism gives for most of my life.  

I first lived my three days almost 40 years ago when I was very young and Cursillo has been part of me since then, I was even 

blessed to have parents who lived the method.  

I was a Cursillista when I completed my education as an accountant, when I met and married my husband, Steve and when we had 

our two beautiful daughters and raised them to adulthood.  

So, what difference has this great gift of Cursillo made to my life, with its offer of unconditional love & friendship with Jesus our 

brother, and shared with my commitment to our brothers and sisters in Christ? 

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ōǳǘΧΦ 
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²ƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ ǿŀǎ ŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ǇŀƛƴΣ ƴƻǘ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘƻ ǿŜΣ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǿŜǊŜΣ L ƪƴŜǿ L ŎƻǳƭŘ turn 

to my Cursillo family for prayers. They were even there as support when well-intentioned acquaintances shared their popular 

views on the humaneness of Euthanasia  

In Australia, as in many parts of the world, so many people have little tolerance or empathy for the millions of refugees, homeless, 

displaced and starving. The support of the Cursillo family encourages and gives me the confidence to express my views of 

compassion to these desperate human beings. 

As I work with the Head Teachers in the schools that I assist to help them develop financial plans it is confidence in my friend Jesus 

that has influenced and helped me to persevere in my determination to ensure that the budget we set makes it possible that each 

child is cared for and given the opportunity of a faith and love-filled education in a fair and equitable manner. 

Many years ago, when I faced the real possibility of lung cancer I spent a very long two days waiting for the results of a biopsy. 

hǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ L ǿŀǘŎƘŜŘ Ƴȅ ǘǿƻ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ {ǘŜǾŜΩǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƳŜΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ those 

hours, which seemed to last forever, I felt as if I was carried and cared for and I just knew that everything would be alright.  

²ƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƳŜ ƛƴǘƻ ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǳǎŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǇǇŜŀǊ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎƻ Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǊŀǿŀȅ 

from the life in the Grace of God that I have been so blessed with, I know what gives me the courage to walk with them as a true 

friend willing to share my life and beliefs? 

If I had not experienced the friendship and confidence that a life living the Charism of Cursillo can give would my response to these 

situations be any different? Yes, most definitely.   

When I have faced any frightening situations, or had to address any challenges in my life I have known that I can take these 

problems and place them at the foot of the cross.  

I can go and sit in frƻƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ƭŜǎǎŜŘ {ŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘΣ ƻǊ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀǎƛŘŜ ƻǊ ƛƴ ŀ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ōǊŜŀǘƘŜ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

courage and strength I need to face whatever comes my way.  

When life has thrown its many challenges in my direction I have known that I have the support and unconditional love of Jesus my 

brother, and my Cursillo family. 

As I walk the days of my life, the straight paths, the valleys and the mountains I do so in the full knowledge and confidence of the 

great blessings I have been given.  

I need never doubt that I can handle whatever cross I am given to bear. There is nothing that happens in my life that God is not a 

part of, and there is nothing that I cannot share with him.  

Just as I would carry and love my children through anything, God will carry and love me, unconditionally.  

And why do I believe this? 

Because just as Juan has told us in his Rollo, our Movement, Cursillo, has given me the greatest gift. 

If I live my life built on the firm foundation of the Tripod, Piety, Study and Action then I am living in the Grace of God with the 

confidence of a friendship with Jesus our brother and journeyed with the support of my Cursillo friends. 

De Colores! 
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Guillermo Mejía 
Dominican Republic 

 

Let me welcome with a big hug "de colores" all the cursillistas gathered here, in the shadow of the Virgin Mother of God, in her 

100 years of presence in our lives, through the devotion of the Virgin of Fatima, in the celebration of this V World Ultreya of the 

CM. 

My name is Guillermo Mejía and lived the Cursillo experience 29 years ago. I'm from Dominican Republic, a small island placed on 

the same route of the Sun, at the heart of the Caribbean Sea, wedge of Christianity in the Americas and the birthplace of the 

OMCC. 

The theme that we just heard about "Friendship, Confidence and the Far away," as well said us the brother Juan, comes to us from 

the center of the original charism of our movement and should lead us to reflect, as leaders of the CM, on the true meaning and 

commitment that represents for each one of us on our experience and what is "essential" in the movement. 

Let's focus now on the three keywords of the topic that we are discussing: 

The first word, FRIENDSHIP. 

CƻǊ ƳŜΣ ŀǎ ŎǳǊǎƛƭƭƛǎǘŀΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ƘƻƭŘǎ ƻƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀspects. Friendship means meeting 

and frequent contact with Christ, Christian growth and permanent conversion that calls us to live and share our "mentality", 

ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƛƴǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎΣ ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ϦǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳŜǘŜǊέΦ ! ǎǳǇŜǊƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘip initiated by Christ, our big 

brother, by taking Him, your post and my post on the Cross. A friendship that I have found in the experience of my Cursillo, and 

since that day I have handled to maintain and grow, making strong my life of piety, by keeping me in frequent contact with Him, on 

my visits to the Shrine and in the experience of Their Sacraments. 

A friendship with particular characteristics of "sincerity, seriousness and confidence", shared in the light of the Gospels, with Christ 

present, experienced and share in the last 17 years with Alejandro, Jochi y Juan, my brothers group reunion, where every week 

we're trying to be friendlier, more Christians and more committed. 

A friendship that opens paths of unit and confraternity, that leads and adds the evangelization of our environments, that joining us 

in our mission to be "salt and light" in the world, through active participation in the Ultreyas. I can tell you here today, that my 

friends, my best friends, are men and women that the Cursillo offered me throughout these years of loving commitment and 

/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜΧ 

The second word, CONFIDENCE. 

Trust that Christ is present in all actions of my life, unites us in the "communion of the Saints", knowing that we are not alone, and 

that we can trust all together. I told you that I did my Cursillo 29 years ago, but what I didn't tell you is that it was need the 

complete faith in God of my sister Paula, that for more than one year slept every night on the floor, as a sacrifice, so that I would 

accept to live the experience of the Cursillo which changed my life and made me a happy man. 

The confidence that makes strong the friendship which unites me to Christ and that unites us to each of us, serving God and 

mankind, through the mission of my apostolate. The confidence that God put in my friend Gianfranco, a cursilhista who lives on 

the island of Sardinia in Italy and that I didn't know, when his brother Dino, agonized in my country, and needed someone he can 

trust and could help him and be on his side. God has joined our paths, and still we lost Dino unfortunately, Gianfranco gained a 

new friend in me and I have gained a friend in Sardinia. 

The third word, FAR AWAY. 

Since the beginning of the Movement, the far away have been a preferred option, although not exclusively, for us to take the 

ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ Lƴ ǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜΣ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ƛƴŜǊǘ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ϦŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜϦ Ƙŀǎ ŘƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻŦ the 

/ƘǳǊŎƘΣ ǘƻ ϦǇŀŘŘƭŜ ƛƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀϦΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ άŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀǉǳŀǊƛǳƳέ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ Ǉersons that can influence the 

changing of the environments and much less in seeking the "far away". 

Brothers, as at the beginning of our movement, the world continues back side to God. The CM is still an option and a tool in the 

hands of the Holy Spirit, tƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳ ǘƘƛǎ άǿƛƭŘ ǿƻǊƭŘϦ ƛƴ ƘǳƳŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƛƴ ŘƛǾƛƴŜϦΦ 

Dear brothers, this is the Cursillos hour! 

De Colores! 
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Loles Gallego 
Spain 

My name is Loles Gallego, I am 27 years old and I am from Córdoba (Spain). 

I did my Cursillo in June 2009, with 18 years, and for 5 years, I am Member of the School of Leaders of the CM in Córdoba. 

When I was proposed to speak here today, said yes without thinking, because I'm a very nervous person and I knew that I was 

going to feel bad. But I said yes, because I believe that I must be at the disposal of the movement, and even more, available to 

what the Lord ask me. I am aware that it is not doing extraordinary things, but be attentive to calls that the Lord makes me 

through others, not to waste any of the missions that He order me. 

I feel very grateful to the Cursillos Movement. It came to my family in a very delicate moment. My parents were getting a divorce 

and my sisters and I (I'm the youngest of four) we were living a very traumatic separation. At this time, my sister Maria, the second 

oldest, was invited, and after doing so, encouraged my older sister. Later, as the two newest grew up, follow their example and 

also attended to a Cursillo. Over the years, we also managed to get my mother to do it too. So, step by step, we all were taking the 

Cursillo experience, which was changing our lives.  

Before making my Cursillo, I already knew the Christ. It was a retreat for the preparation of my confirmation. I felt like God Father 

hugged me. It was in a moment that was crying disconsolate. I was 16 years old and was starting to be more aware of the family 

situation. Shortly after, my Cursillo in Christianity was the key in my life of faith. For me, the Cursillo was a new discovery of the 

Lord, where I felt that something had to change. I felt that it was time to mature my faith. In my Cursillo, I discovered the 

importance of having an IDEAL that focused my life. I learned that Jesus Christ was the model to follow. For the first time, I felt 

being Church. I undeǊǎǘƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ǎƘƻǳƭŘ {¢¦5¸Σ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿΦ L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ {!/w!a9b¢{ 

were the instruments that I should use in my walk. I realized that the Lord had endowed with gifts and had to put them at the 

service of others. It taught me that alone I would not be able to do, but I needed a COMMUNITY and that my mission was to 

FERMENT all my environments. Today is what I try to live. in I use the church groups, to forming myself and to learn and love, and 

to be able to follow in the fooǘǎǘŜǇǎ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΦ LΩƳ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊŀƳŜƴǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜƭƛǾŜǊȅ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴŎȅΦ !ƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƳǳŎƘ 

effort in ferment my environments.  

I'm surrounded by many non-believers. In fact, I believe that in our society more and more are those who are FAR AWAY from 

God. Of all my environments, where it costs me more to evangelize is in my work and with my friends, because is where God has 

no space, although in very different ways in both. 

In my current work (where I am only for seven months), the first thing I did was show me as I am, with my beliefs and my way of 

ƭƛŦŜΦ L ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŎƛƴƛǘȅΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΧ bƻǿΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƪƴƻǿ ƳŜ ŀƴŘΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ it's 

not easy, because I see myself checked and attacked with Church themes, itϥǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ Ƙƻǿ ƎƻƻŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

them, and start to come to me just to speak, to be helped, for support, or advise... It's very gratifying for me and, when I'm 

attacked, I get strengthen thinking its worth in thanks to the love that God have to m. With my friends is something similar, but 

without so many difficulties because they know me longer and respect me more. Besides, most without believing still live their 

faith outside the Church. Every year, on several occasions, I invite them to Cursillos and, although none had accepted to go, I trust 

and pray, because someday they will go. I see them increasingly harder. 

{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎΣ LϥƳ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ C!w !²!¸ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ .ǳǘ L ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛǘƘ ƻƴƭȅ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ not 

result. It's much better to win their FRIENDSHIP and give witness. A testimony to draw attention, that make them ask themselves 

ǿƘȅ L ŀƳ ŀǎ L ŀƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ ǿƘŜƴ L ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŀǘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀǾŜ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ Ƴȅ {ŀǾƛƻǊΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ǘask, and 

it´s breaks my heart. So, in case of fall, I get up and go on. I have the confidence that the Lord won't even let me an instant and 

that strengthens me and expect my prayer. For me, praying is essential. I do prayer throughout all the day, but my important pray 

is before go to work; I walk into a church, and contemplate the Tabernacle for some 30 minutes. During that visit I expose to the 

Lord my day, I ask for Him the strength to live in grace and give thanks for all that He give me. 

Lastly, highligƘǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǳǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǘǘƻ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ¦ƭǘǊŜȅŀΣ L¢Ω{ ¢I9 /¦w{L[[h{Ω{ HOUR. It also said the Pope Francisco on Ultreya in 

Rome. The society of ours days don't know God and needs our evangelization. It is the mission of our Movement, and so I appeal 

to cheer up, not give up, allowing that any person, try his encounter with Christ, as you and I did and do in our Cursillos. 

De Colores! 
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Maribel Gomez 
USA 

I also, like Juan, give thanks. And I give thanks not only for this encounter with all of you here where Mother Mary came to be seen 
ŀƴŘ ƘŜŀǊŘ ōȅ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ŘŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ƎƛŦǘΧΦǎƛƴŎŜ ȅŜǎǘŜǊŘŀȅ ǿŜ ǿŜǊe 
gathered to celebrate the 100th ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŀǊŘƻΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ŀ ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ƻŦŦŜǊ my study and preparation 
and words that I am sharing now with you as a gift to that friend that was inspired to bring Ultreya into our world.  
I was asked by Estellita to be one of the echoes, and share with all of you how I see my life through the rollo Juan Ruiz shared with 
us.  
Juan spoke of how Friendship, Confidence and the Faraway are elements that should run in our blood like DNA. And I find this to 
be so true. We find each other here at this Ultreya and we see one another as friends already, we love each other and many of us 
ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ƳŜǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎ Ƴȅ ŘŜŀǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ CǊŀƴŎŜǎ ǎŀȅǎΦ ²Ŝ ƭƻǾŜ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅΧΦΦŀƴŘ ŀǎ Wǳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ Iƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ ²Ƙŀǘ 5b! Řƻ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜΣ ǿƘŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
blood runs through all of our veins?  
And as Juan was sharing that beautiful encounter between Eduardo and Sebastian Gaya I heard how this admiration for who the 
other person is goes beyond our differences and allows us to enter our heart. Our heart, that place that God chooses to reside in 
ǳǎΣ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƻŦ DƻŘ ƛǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ {Ŝōŀǎǘƛŀƴ Dŀȅŀ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΦ ¢ƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ 9ŘǳŀǊŘƻΣ άȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ ƭŀȅ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘέ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǊǘΦ Iƻǿ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ we acknowledge the greatness in someone else. 
How often do I really do this? Not often enough. 
And I can relate to Juan when he says he was so dumb that the Lord sent him two future saints to teach him about friendship 
because I have a wonderful husband who loves me so much, and three amazing sons who love me dearly and still God sends me 
the dearest and closest friends who love me more. All this for me?  
¢ƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ L ǊŜŀŘ WǳŀƴΩǎ Ǌƻƭƭƻ L ǿŀǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǊƻƭƭƻΦ CƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀson I had been looking for very 
ŜƭƻǉǳŜƴǘ ǿƻǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƎ ƛŘŜŀǎΧŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ L ŦƻǳƴŘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΧōǳǘ ƛǘ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ƳŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀǿŀȅΦ  
Wǳŀƴ ǎŀƛŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΣ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ L ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŜŀǊŘ ǎƻƳŜ ƴƻƛǎŜ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ Ƴȅ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜΦ L ǿŜƴǘ ǘo see and 
the language they used sounded vulgar to me and the way they dressed gave me a bad impression. I was just about to start placing 
myself above those people in some way based on what I saw and heard from far away and then I remembered what Juan said, 
ŜǾŜǊȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L Φ ²Ŝ Ƴŀȅ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎΧΦōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ 
ƭƻǾŜΧΦΦǘƘƛǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƭƻǾŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀŘƳƛǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ŘƛŀƭƻƎǳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΧΦΦŀƴŘ I stopped judging those neighbors. I just stopped thinking about what was bothering me about them and 
ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅǎ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜƳΦ ²Ŝ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ Ŏŀƭƭ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀȅ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƳŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ŦŀǊ ŀǿŀy I 
am from others. And so how far away am I from the Christ who wants to meet me in the disguise of the poor, the disagreeable, the 
challenging, the unexpected?  
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And finally, as Juan said, it is confidence and trust that is so needed in this world to build up people and community. I am learning 
that just as he shared, this world is transformed and made wonderful when we can look someone in the eyes with love and 
tenderness and acknowledge and appreciate them for who they are.  
De colores! 

 

Rocío Ramírez Múnera 
Colombia 

Good afternoon to all cursilhistas of the world gathered here at the feet of Mary that in this same place wanted to leave us a 

message of love from her Son. I repeat, good afternoon. 

I'm Rocío Ramírez Múnera, Colombian, lawyer and cursillista for 28 years. By the grace of God I have been persevering in my 

experience of faith, in the love of God that I found in the Cursillo, and constantly in the activities of the movement in my diocese of 

Pereira, Colombia, in my country and in the world. Wherever there has been a movement event, and I could participate, thanks 

God. 

I thank God for being here sharing with so many friends, many that I well known and some unknown, but we all live in the same 

faith, hope and love of Jesus. 

I thank the good and merciful Father, for allowing me to come to this place, to feel His hug again, to feel the friendship that binds 

us through the trials of faith that we live in the Cursillos of Christianity. 

The rollo that we just heard from the lips of Juan, my friend, with whom I shared a lot about four years of service, when he was 

President of the World Body, OMCC, and I, of the Latin American Group, GLCC, it's a real proof of the sense of friendship that, as 

mentioned, necessarily takes us to the trust, and that friendship cannot exist without trust. There is true friendship between two 

or more people when we part of a basis of trust. Jesus created with the Apostles a strong friendship ties because they were based 

on mutual trust. He believed in his Apostles, and so chose them. They believed in Him, so happily accepted the invitation made to 

them each in a different moment of their lives. In face to the call made to them, they followed Him, with full confidence that the 

mission He'd order would be something important, transcendent and definitive to their lives, so that was worth left back all for 

Him. There was mutual trust, despite their weaknesses that led them to leave Him alone at the end, but it's been three years of 

friendship with full confidence. 

These experiences of life made possible the extension of the Gospel message throughout the Galilee and to the ends of the Earth. 

That's how they were able to reach the faraway, understanding as those who didn't know Him, those who had never heard of Him, 

those who were blind in the face of this great truth. The three aspects that were treated in the rollo that we have heard, must 

make us reflect on the value of friendship and about the value of trust because as human beings, like baptisms and as cursilhistas 

we must live a authentically Christian life. It is a moral commitment to ourselves, do see our behaviors and our attitudes, we live 

these values that are not only humans but also Christians, Evangelicals. This is the task, our mission. 

The Cursillo, as I always have said, changed my life. Changed it completely, I left everything I had to leave and I walked away from 

the Lord and his Gospel. I left all the friendships that I believed that made me happy but that really separated from the love of God 

and the plan of salvation that He had for me. So many friends who thought my friends and who shared my life, I left the next day 

to have lived the Cursillo, almost all. And I began to live the friendship in the Cursillos, over the 28 years. It gave me very, very 

much, more than I expect: True friends, true road companions. Real brothers, not in blood, but of apostolate, of heart, of 

conviction, to live in the Kingdom and for the Kingdom, that this is our commitment as baptized. 

To conclude this brief testimony and resonance, I want to tell you that my experience in the Movement, in these 28 years, has 

enriched me as a person and as a human being, precisely the friendship I could live with the cursilhistas, with the oldest, with the 

least old and even with the new, in this walk in faith. It has been a wealth for my spiritual life and as a human being. I learned a lot, 

not only to share but to be a friend of my friends. A thousand thanks to all of them. 

The Cursillo in Christianity helped me find these great values: friendship and trust. 

De colores! 
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Rob Paul 
South Africa 

"Friendship, confidence and faraway/distant" It is 22h18 on the 26th of February. I have just begun the preparation of this 

¢ŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΣ ƛƴ CŀƛǘƘΣ ǘƘŀǘ LΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ ¦ƭǘǊŜȅŀΦ hǳǊ {ƻǳǘƘ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŎǳǊǊŜƴŎy is very 

weak when considering International Travel to Europe, and therefore very expensiveς ǿŜƭƭ ƘŜǊŜ L ŀƳ ǎƻ ά¢Ƙŀƴƪǎ ōŜ ǘƻ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ 

ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳέ Lǘ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ ǿƘŜƴ LΩƳ мф ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘ ŀƴŘ L ŦƛƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ŀǘ ŀ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘŀǊƛǎƳŀǘƛŎ wŜƴŜǿŀƭ ά[ƛŦŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ǇƛǊƛǘ {ŜƳƛƴŀǊέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ 

ōǳƴŎƘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŀŘǳƭǘǎΦ LΩƳ ǊŜƭǳŎǘŀƴǘΣ L ƪƴƻǿ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎΣ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ Ŏƻƻƭ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ when I 

was growing up. My mother has arranged this and almost tricked me into going. I do not want to be there and I am angry, I remain 

Řƛǎǘŀƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŀƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜΦ !ǘ ǎƻƳŜ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ŀ ǿƻƳŀƴ άaŀǊƭŜƴŜέ ŀǎƪǎ ƛŦ ǎƘŜ Ŏŀƴ ǇǊŀȅ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜŀǎƻn 

L ŀƎǊŜŜ όǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ WŜǎǳǎύΣ ǎƘŜ ǎƛǘǎ ōŜƘƛƴŘ ƳŜ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƎŜƴǘƭȅ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅǎ άcome Holy Spirit and touch him, 

Halleluiah, halleluiahέΦ I begin to weep uncontrollably as the Lord embraces me and I surrender to His love. His tender touch. He is 

knocking at the door of my heart. I return home and immediately the doubt sets in, the lie sets in. I ǘŜƭƭ Ƴȅ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ 

enjoy the weekend; however Marlene tells her something different. My mother begins to pray for me and I know that she still 

does. I back slide and the weekend becomes a distant memory, however one memory has always remained vivid and powerful. My 

loving embrace with my friend Jesus. I am a soldier in the South African army, towards the end of the Bush War in South West 

Africa. For Except for the occasional short prayer for casualties or for my own protection I am very distant from God. I finish in the 

ŀǊƳȅ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎƛƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅƛƴƎ ǎǇƻǊǘΣ Ƴȅ ƻƴƭȅ Dh5 ƛǎ ƳƻƴŜȅΣ ŀƭŎƻƘƻƭ ŀƴŘ ǿƻƳŜƴΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǿ нм ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻƭŘΦ L ŦƛƴŘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ 

travelling in Europe ς ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƛƴ !ƭƛŎŀƴǘŜ {ǇŀƛƴΦ LΩƳ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƻŦ ƎƛǊƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ǝǳȅǎ ƛƴ ŀƴ ŀpartment; we have dinner 

parties very regularly. One day a friend and I decide to hitch hike to Benidorm just for another drunken adventure, we pack our 

sleeping bags a few apples, fill our wine bags and hit the road for Benidorm. We spend the afternoon drinking and the evening 

drifting from club to club drinking, we decide to steal food from Burger King. The following day we begin our journey back and we 

ŀǊŜ ƎƛǾŜƴ ŀ ǊƛŘŜ ōȅ ǎƻƳŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ŎŀǊΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪ ǘƻ ǳǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀǘǘƻƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƛŜrcings, their Heavy Metal music 

is very loud, they are very high on drugs. We are on the highway on a mountain pass when the driver swerves for no apparent 

reason she loses control of the vehicle. We are hurtling out of control to the edge of a cliff. I look at my friend next to me and say 

ǘƻ ƘƛƳ άL ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜŜ ȅƻǳέΣ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǳǊ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘǎ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘΣ L ŎƭƻǎŜ Ƴȅ ŜȅŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ L ŦŜŜƭ ǘƘe 

gentle embrace again, I am safe in the arms of my friend Jesus, He is with us, and at that moment we slam into a barrier on the 

edge of the cliff. Neither of us had seen the barrier before. That evening I call home, desperate for familiar voices of love and 

reason, desperate to be extracted from the craziness. 
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My mother answers the call and when shŜ ƘŜŀǊǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƳŜ ǎƘŜ ŜȄŎƭŀƛƳǎ άƻƘΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ DƻŘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŀƭǊƛƎƘǘέΦ {he had woken in the evening 

and had felt a strong sense of having to pray for my protection. She was still praying when the call came through to her. Back in 

Alicante and my life of debauchery continue. A few months later we are at yet another drunken dinner party, I can still picture all 

the people around the table. I had a strong sense of needing to get up an excuse myself; I needed to find a church. I cannot stop 

myself, I get up. I my friendǎ ŀǊŜ ǎǳǊǇǊƛǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƴƴƻȅŜŘ ŀǘ Ƴȅ ǎǳŘŘŜƴ ŘŜǇŀǊǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǎƪΣ ǿƘȅ Ƴǳǎǘ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΚ άL Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ 

/ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘέ Lǘ ƛǎ Iƻƭȅ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ¢ƘŜ aŀǎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ {ǳǇǇŜǊΣ WŜǎǳǎ ǿŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŜǘ ƻŦ Iƛǎ !ǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΦ L ŦŜƭǘ ŀs though 

I had come home, I felt His Gentle embrace again, as spiritually he washed my feet. I still cannot surrender. The pull of the World is 

too powerful. Shortly after this and after a year in Europe I return back home to South Africa. I meet Nadine again, we had grown 

up together and had been at the same high school. We begin our short courtship and within six months we are married, we are 

ǾŜǊȅ ȅƻǳƴƎ LΩƳ но ŀƴŘ bŀŘƛƴŜ нмΦ bŀŘƛƴŜ ƛǎ ǇǊŜƎƴŀƴǘΦ ²Ŝ ŘŜŎƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƭǎŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘink 

anyone held out much hope for our marriage, especially my family and close friends who were aware of my wild ways. We are 

married for about seven years when our marriage comes under one of the greatest attacks ever. We have our two daughters 

Adrienne and Danielle at the tiƳŜΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜn in an out of the Catholic CƘǳǊŎƘ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ hǳǊ ŘŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎΩ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ 

ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƴƻǿ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ Ƴȅ άtƛŜǘȅ wƻƭƭƻέΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳȄ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ ŜƴǎƴŀǊŜŘ ƛƴ a real 

onslaught of manipulation, confusion and lies from Satan, with the sole aim of destroying our marriage. I find myself manipulated 

into a position to a point that I am unfaithful to Nadine with a woman that I am not even physically attracted to. I have taken 

responsibility for this, repented and have been restored Desperate, broken and alone, with nowhere to turn, I cry out to my friend, 

άWŜǎǳǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƳŜΣ L ŀƳ ǎƻǊǊȅΣ L ǿƛƭƭ Řƻ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǎƪ ƻŦ ƳŜΣέ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅ L ŀƳ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ L ƘŜŀǊ άtell 

Nadine the truth ŀƴŘ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƳŜέΦ bŀŘƛƴŜΩǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘƛƳŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇƻǿŜǊŦǳƭ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ōȅ WŜǎǳǎ ƻŦŦ ŀƭƭΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ 

ǘƛƳŜ L ƎƛǾŜ Ƴȅ Ŧǳƭƭ Ψ¸9{Ω ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ƛƴ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƴŜȄǘ Řŀȅ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǿƻƳŀƴ ǾŀƴƛǎƘŜǎ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ she 

had never really existed. She has two grown up children one at University and the other in his final year of high school, they all 

disappear, their house is empty, their restaurant doors chained closed, they are simply gone never to be seen or heard from again. 

I sometimes wonder about this in light of our struggles not being of flesh and blood but rather of powers and principalities. 

Everything in our marriage is restored. Nadine converts to Catholicism and is received into the Church the following year. We are 

blessed with another two children; we have two girls and two boys. We have been married for 26 years now. Very soon after all 

this Patrick Mellon ς ŀ /ǳǊǎƛƭƭƛǎǘŀ ƴƻǿΣ ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊǎ ƳŜ ƻƴǘƻ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀƭƪ ǘƻ 9ƳƳŀǳǎέ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƛƭƭŜŘ 

by Christ. L ǿŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ƻƴ 9ƳƳŀǳǎ ƛƴ Ƴŀƴȅ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ά/ǳǊǎƛƭƭƻέΣ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜ 

Walk to Emmaus is a non-denominational ministry administered by the Methodist Church. It is founded on the Cursillo movement. 

On one particular Emmaus retreat, there were three Catholics as pilgrims, a Priest, a youth minister and a Eucharistic minister. I 

was coordinating the prayer Chapel, (a somewhat behind the scenes role), the Priest was slightly uncomfortable with some of the 

protestant Theology. I was asked to intervene as a fellow Catholic, which I did. They all completed the weekend. Although I had 

ōŜƎǳƴ ǘƻ ǿƻƴŘŜǊ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ά/ǳǊǎƛƭƭƻέ L ƴƻǿ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ŎǳǊious as I had come to the realization that our Catholic faith is just so rich 

and no matter how hard we try to be united with other Christians, we will always be unfulfilled without the Eucharist. I googled 

Cursillo and voila, GECC and Francis Napoli, and the rest is history as they say, and now we look forward to the future. I look 

forward to where the Lord will lead. I can see Him preparing the way into Africa. It has happened that the Priests and Seminarians 

of the Missionaries of Africa have been led to Cursillo and have embraced the movement very warmly. The Missionaries of Africa 

were founded 150 years ago for the Evangelization of Africa. They continue today to remain faithful to their call to share the life 

and mission of Jesus, and to give witness to the Gospel in Africa. In seeking the Lord and His direction of my life 20 years ago, I was 

consistently led to this Scripture, which is Prophetic for me as it is clear how it has come to pass in my life. Jerimiah 1:5-9 - The call 

of Jerimiah. ά.ŜŦƻǊŜ L ŦƻǊƳŜŘ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳō L ƪƴŜǿ ȅƻǳΣ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǊƴ L ǎŜǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǇŀǊǘΣ L ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ you as prophet to the 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΦέ ά!ƭŀǎ ǎƻǾŜǊŜƛƎƴ [ƻǊŘΣέ L ǎŀƛŘΣ άL Řƻ ƴƻǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΤ L ŀƳ ǘƻƻ ȅƻǳƴƎΦέ .ǳǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ǎŀȅΣ Ψȅƻǳ 

ŀǊŜ ǘƻƻ ȅƻǳƴƎΩ ¸ƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ L ǎŜƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŀnd say whatever I command you. Do not be afraid of them, for I am with 

you and will rŜǎŎǳŜ ȅƻǳΣέ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǊŘ ǊŜŀŎƘŜŘ ƻǳǘ Iƛǎ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳŎƘŜŘ Ƴȅ ƳƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ άL ƘŀǾŜ Ǉǳǘ 

my words in your mouth.  
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I look forward to where He will take me next, and I say YES lord, I will go to everyone you send me and say whatever you command 

me to, I will not be afraid, for I know you are with me.  

De Colores. 

 

 
Sherma Charles 

Grenada 

My name is Sherma Charles and I made my cursillo on the mountain in Grenada in 1986. 
Almighty God , through your son Jesus Christ, you  have brought me here in this blessed and sacred place .You taught me to say 
thank you and so for your graces, your mercies , your kindness  I thank you sincerely for giving me this invitation through the many 
friends of the Cursillo Movement to share my experiences. 
Jesus!! Your awesomeness and your sense of wonder keep me trusting more and more in your love and friendship. Never in the 
stretch of my wildest imagination would have thought that I would be testifying in front of such a large gathering of Christians. But 
WŜǎǳǎ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƭƭ L Ƴǳǎǘ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΦ L ŀƭǎƻ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ŦƻǊ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǎƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
wisdom and courage. 
When I reflect on my journey as a Christian and my years in the Cursillo Movement; the Cursillo Mentality as the founder Edwardo 
prescribŜŘ ƪŜŜǇ ǊŜǎƻǳƴŘƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƳƛƴŘΧ Be a friend and bring a friend to Christ. 
My memories go back to my youthful years as a Catholic who did not know what was the real meaning of going to mass even if I 
did so  regularly almost every Sunday .Through my involvement  in apostolic groups and my friendship with others in church, my 
parish Priest invited me to the three day week end ςthe warmth and friendship I received throughout this experienced on the 
mountain was overwhelming -- this my friends became part of my Spiritual DNA ς I said to myself this kind of friendship must be 
contagious. 
For all my life I have been involved in the Education system   teaching at all levels thereby  interacting in with several young  people 
on a daily basis ς as though God has planted me there to do his work  . I can recall the many times I have tried to remove myself to 
pursue other careers; however I found myself more immersed. I gave religious education classes at the primary level and preparing 
children for receiving Holy Eucharist. Today, I meet many unfamiliar faces hugging me and smiling reminding me of the love I 
shared with them many years ago. Through my example as a Christian, I know that God has used me to touch the lives of many in 
my Square Meter and beyond... bringing them Closer to him. And this was mainly accomplished through the gift of friendship. 
9ǾŜƴ ǘƻŘŀȅ Ƴȅ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ŎƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀŘǳƭǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ LΩƳ Ƴȅ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ ǘŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ Ƴȅ stories and 
ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴƛŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ƭƻǾŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ƳŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ƭƛŦŜΩǎ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ 
²ƘŜƴ L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ ƻŦ DƻŘΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘƳƻƴƛǎƘ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ Iƻƭȅ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜΦΦΦ άOne who has an unreliable 
friend soon comes to ruiƴΣ ōǳǘ WŜǎǳǎ ƛǎ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ǿƘƻ ǎǘƛŎƪǎ ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ŀ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊέΦ (Proverbs 19:20)  
[Ŝǘ ǳǎ ōŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ 9ŘǳŀǊŘƻΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΥ άLƳŀƎƛƴŜ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ L ŀǊŜ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
ŎƻƴŦƛŘŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƳƻǊŜΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ άΦ 
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During my difficult circumstances nineteen years ago when I became widowed( at a young age ) when my husband died suddenly 
of an heart attack at (at young age also) Jesus stood my side , holding my hands  and walking by my side  . Satan became jealous 
and tried to step in but my mantra was Jesus I trust in you... you are my true friend. He also sent me some wonderful, trusting 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ /ǳǊǎƛƭƭƻ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ƳŜ Φ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǊŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ƴŀƳŜǎ L Ŏŀƴ Ŏƻǳƴǘ ōǳǘ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ƳŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƘŜǊŜ όL ǿƻƴΩǘ 
want to leave any out) I always remember that at group reunions we prayed for all our Cursillistas friends who were missing. This 
always touched my heart. 
άDƻŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǎƻ ƎǊŜŀǘΣ ǎƻ ƭƻǾƛƴƎ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ ! ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ōƻǊƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ŀŘǾŜǊǎƛǘȅέ 
(Proverbs 17:17). 
¢ƻŘŀȅ Σ L Ŏŀƴ ŦŜŜƭ Ƙƛǎό WŜǎǳǎύǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ōŜǎƛŘŜ ƳŜ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ƳŜ Σ ƎǳƛŘƛƴƎ ƳŜ  ŀƴŘ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ Φ LǎƴΩǘ Ƙe, 
gentle, kind, compassionate and patient with us?  
There therefore in the words of the Scripture wŜ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŦŜƭƭƻǿƳŜƴ άǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƘƻǎŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ Ƙƻƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
dear ones, clothe you with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience, bear with each other and forgive one 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦέ (Colossians 3:12-14). This is what true friendship is all about. 
Recently my coworker and friend had a incident that led her to attend court .Through her Christian values of honesty she reported 
an  incident that she felt guilty about  and was summoned to court  she became quite nervous and bewildered . The day of the 
ƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΣ L ŘǊƻǇǇŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘƻƻŘ ōȅ ƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ŎŀƭƳƭȅ Χ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘǊǳŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ is all 
about and want to be a witness. 
Now let me share what I have read in Edwardo book The Apprenticeship Christian: when asked what do you value most in a 
person? his answer was SINCERITY and his answer to what is your favorite activity was FRIENDSHIP. We have to live like Christ 
lived.  
When I listen to the voice of Eduardo Bonnín Aguiló in his writings ς I hear the voice of Jesus. He founded the Cursillo Movement 
for a specific purpose; from its beginnings, he had a specific mentality and this mentality is still the same today .The ideals, values, 
ōŜƭƛŜŦǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΥ άWŜǎǳǎ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǳǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎƘƛǇ  ... So Friendship is the essence ς the most effective way to touch 
others and bring them to Jesus is make a friend, be a friend and bring a friend to Christ. 
DECOLORES 

 
Seo Wang Suk 

South Korea 

Brothers and Sisters of Cursillo Movement! 
First of all I would like to praise and thank our Lord for allowing us a very successful Fifth World Ultreya here in Fatima.  
Also I would like to commend our OMCC President Francisco Salvador and executive board members for their dedication and 
selfless efforts to make this special gathering a success. 
I am Seo Wang Suk, President of Cursillo Movement in Republic of Korea and also Asia Pacific Region coordinator. 
Mr. Juan Ruiz's Rollo on 'Friendship, Confidence and the Faraway' enabled us to reflect the responsibility and mission of Cursillists 
which is to form core leader group within each person's position and to evangelize the environment in order to build the Kingdom 
of God.  
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I experienced Cursillo thirty years ago. Whenever I faced hardship, the grace of God opened my insight and awakened my wisdom 
so that I may see better and hear clearly the Words of God. His Grace kindled my trivial faith so that I may reach out to others in 
spite of all the difficulties I faced.   
After a big car accident, I had to undergo fourteen major surgeries. After the fourteen major surgeries, I was announced as 
handicap level 4 in addition to diabetes. The Cursillo experience made me realize that true faith is to offer our whole life for the 
building of Kingdom of God as witness to His Glory. My struggle for life turned out to be the gift of God for I was given another 
chance to serve God and be part of building the Kingdom of God. I am grateful to God for the current physical health condition 
which is left on me, the righteous heart and everything that still belongs to me.  
I realized the precious friendship of my Christian brothers and sisters and became ever more confident of God's blessing each and 
every day. I try to reach out to those far away from God to repent and return to God when there is time and when condition allows 
them to do so.  
No adversity nor any hardship which might break me down with exhaustion, shall never separate me from God because this is the 
path I must follow Jesus my love, until the day of my calling.    
Thank you. 
 

 

¡DE COLORES! 


